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o, how’s it going?” “Oh, you know… busy!” It’s like 

we are programmed to give that response. There was a 

time when we at least responded with, “I’m fine, how 

about you?” It also seems that if we don’t declare being 

busy – there must be something ‘wrong’ with us because every-

body is ‘busy.’ I’ve noticed that we’ve lost something in our 

busyness. We are not connecting with each other, hearing each 

other’s stories, or building community. I’m speaking of building 

a community of being – not doing, building a community that 

values hearing and listening for what 

is not being said or not being shared.  
 
I have become acutely aware of the 

privilege it is to be at the right place at 

the right time in order to hear the most 

profound stories. One story comes to 

mind when my husband and I at-

tended a small group enrichment one 

winter night. One of the ladies had 

shared about her work day as a home 

care nurse. Earlier in the day she ar-

rived at her client’s home to attend to 

that person’s nursing care. Instead, it 

turned out that her client was dying. 

Suddenly, our friend found herself 

being ever so present as a compassionate healer, not only to her 

client, but to everyone in the household at the time. She had been 

invited to stay with the family, and spoke of feeling honoured 

and privileged to be present as their loved one passed away. Her 

sharing to us about her day would have been lost if we didn’t 

happen to be there that evening. Most likely, she would have 

shared with her husband and maybe even to some of her family 

– but this story – would have been lost otherwise because she is 

simply too busy.  
 
What happened next was the ‘ah ha’ part. She thanked me for 

drawing out her story and the rest of the group thanked her for 

enriching their lives, allowing us to be ‘community’ for her. 

There was no fixing – no doing… just making space to share 

and to be.  
 
There is a place prepared for each of us in serving God’s  

mission. At the same time, we are not called in isolation. God’s 

mission is a cooperative venture. We are called in community 

(or communion). In his World Mission Sunday message in 

2011, Pope Benedict writes, “The universal mission involves 

everyone, everything, and always. The Gospel is not an exclu-

sive possession of those who have received it, but it is a gift to be 

shared, good news to be passed to others.” 
 
For the past number of years, CHAS along with our provincial 

bishops, celebrates the Compassionate Healers Mass, where we 

can renew our vocational call. We are each shaped by unique 

circumstances, relationships and life 

experiences that become the raw  

material for God to call us. It is im-

portant that we take our life history, 

our strengths and limits, our joys and 

pain seriously. God speaks to us there 

– together as community during this 

mass. 
 
I believe if we commit to reflection 

and getting in touch with our values 

in a tangible way – personally and 

within our work environments— then 

we grow the sacred element of  

building community. We grow in 

what community looks like, how it 

feels, and awakening our other senses 

and capacity to entertain and engage with God’s bigger plan in 

how we are His instruments in a hurting world. We learn what it 

means to ‘put skin to God.’ 
 
So who should come to a Compassionate Healers Mass? It is for 

all who are caregivers. You are a caregiver when you serve in 

Catholic health care in an administrative, medical or spiritual 

capacity. You are a caregiver for those whom you care for and 

live with. You are a caregiver of support for those in your family 

who work in Catholic health.  
 
In essence, we are all caregivers. And with that, I invite all to 

come to the Compassionate Healers Mass. It is a place of rest, a 

place where your heart and your spirit can be nurtured, loved and 

affirmed. I encourage you to bring ‘yourself,’ the stories of your 

heart and the stories your healing hands could tell.  
 
Sandy Normand 

Mission Education Coordinator  

S 
Community and Conversation Matter 

                             a faith community sharing                        the healing ministry of Jesus 

2012 Compassionate Healers Masses 

 
Saskatoon - Thursday, September 20 

7:00 pm, Cathedral of the Holy Family 

Presider: Bishop Don Bolen 

 

Prince Albert - Sunday, October 14 

11:00 am, Sacred Heart Cathedral 

Presider: Bishop Albert Thévenot 

 

Regina - Wednesday, October 24 

7:00 pm, Holy Trinity Parish 

Presider: Archbishop Daniel Bohan 



Page 2                                                Apr/May/Jun 2012                                             Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan 

 

 

his year, CHAS’ educational event was entitled 

Critical Conversations. Mary Deutscher accepted 

the invitation to facilitate a conversation around 

the question, “How do you make a health care 

decision?” Mary is the Roman Catholic chaplain for 

Pasqua Hospital in Regina, holding a B.Sc. in biology and 

a B.A. in philosophy from the 

University of Saskatchewan, as 

well as an M.A. in Public Ethics 

from Saint Paul University in 

Ottawa.  

 

The goal was to facilitate an  

understanding of how one might 

go about their own decision-

making process, drawing on how 

the Catholic Church recommends 

such discernment. Small and large group discussions were 

used throughout the hour. Over a period of nine days from 

April 24th to May 4th (and 2750 kms later), nine Catholic 

healthcare facilities were visited in: Esterhazy, Radville, 

Gravelbourg, Ponteix, North Battleford, Macklin, Saska-

toon, Regina and Moose Jaw. Our audiences included: 

Volunteers, Board members, RNs, LPNs, Psych Nurses, 

SCA, Dietary, Laundry, Maintenance, Spiritual Care,  

Family members, Residents, Activity/Recreation, and  

Administration. 
 
Mary explained that one’s ability 

to communicate with their  

conscience and educating their 

conscience are the basis in being 

able to make a decision. Using the 

image of an “ethical toolkit” was a 

helpful analogy in being able to 

see that different situations require 

the use of different tools. The  

conscience then, is one tool 

needed at all times. The conscience 

would represent our hands and any other tool would only 

be as good as the conscience that wields it. Mary  

referenced #1776 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

sharing what the Catholic Church means by “conscience.” 
 
She also spoke about the ‘tool’ of prayer, which helps one 

to communicate with their conscience. She offered four 

types of prayer that could be used, depending on how much 

time one had in order to make their decision. Meditation 

(calming, relaxing forms of prayer such as the rosary,  

centering prayer, yoga) and Pray-dreaming (where you 

imagine what it would be like to go down different paths –  

paying close attention to the feelings that are generated) 

would be used if you had available. Spontaneous prayer 

(like “help!”) and Pneuma (giving yourself a chance for 

one breath remembering that God is with you in that 

breath), would be used more in emergency-type situations. 
 
Mary then referenced #1784 from the Catechism, explain-

ing how the conscience needs to be educated and listened 

to. She again suggested how the tools of research 

(understanding the options, consulting resources) and  

asking an “expert” (anyone 

who has been in a situation and 

may have wisdom to offer be-

comes an expert) would help in 

being able to inform 

one’s conscience to  

facilitate decision-

making. 
 
Our audiences 

greatly participated 

in discussion –  

especially sharing 

from ‘their heart’ – 

something personal like how prayer is 

a big part of their life and offering 

specific examples. Other feedback included how the pres-

entation was “practical” and realiz-

ing that the tools offered were  

actually being used without realiz-

ing there was a name attached (eg. 

Pray-dreaming, Pneuma, Asking an 

“expert”). Overall, the comments 

reflected a positive experience. 

 

Sandy Normand 

Mission Education Coordinator 

Mary Deutscher presenting 

Sandra Kary offers  

a welcome 

...the makings for a good 

conversation! 

T 
Critical Conversations Tour 
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he Catholic Health Association of Saskatche-

wan (CHAS) and the Saskatchewan Catholic 

School Boards Association (SCSBA) are very 

pleased to invite you to our joint convention, 

“One Lord, One Call – a rainbow of ministries.” The 

conference aims to bring people together to celebrate 

Catholic health and education in Saskatchewan. There is 

no time like the present to  

encourage the opportunity 

to “walk in the shoes of the 

other” - to see, hear and  

experience how the charism 

of Catholic faith and  

tradition are carried out.  

Featured keynote speakers 

will be Jesse Manibusan 

and David Wells. 
 
The provincial Youth Day 

on Friday, November 2, 

will bring together as many 

as 400 high school students. 

Jesse Manibusan, a world 

renowned musician and 

speaker, will engage the 

youth in a high energy,  

interactive presentation. 

The day will end with the  

celebration of Mass.  
 
Jesse Manibusan is a much sought after speaker; his out-

standing contributions and depth of his influence on 

youth is evidenced by his recognition at national and  

international events, such as the LA Congress, the  

National Catholic Youth Conference, the European 

Catholic Youth Conference, and various World Youth 

Day events. Itinerant witness, singer, songwriter, and 

storyteller, Jesse is the co-founder of Two by Two  

Ministries, an international music and preaching ministry. 

Jesse's gift for evangelization and catechesis is uniquely 

powerful for groups of all ages.  
 
David Wells, noted as a “remarkable and gifted speaker,” 

will make his way to the prairies from a port town in East 

Devon, England. He is the Director of the Vicariate for 

Formation in the Diocese of Plymouth. David’s role is to 

encourage opportunities for life-long learning among 

volunteers in parishes and professionals in schools. While 

in Saskatchewan, David’s message will offer a humorous 

look at the state of culture, and propose that those who 

work in Catholic health and education are better at minis-

try than they give themselves credit for. David says, “I’d 

like people to leave more excited about their work than 

they did when they arrive on the Friday.”  
 
For the first two break-out sessions, delegates will hear 

about how health and education came to be in Saskatche-

wan and how Catholic laity are now entrusted to carry out 

the mission and ministry in 

our Catholic sponsored 

works. Fr. Mark Miller, CSsR 

will speak about why we con-

tinue dual systems (Catholic 

and public) in education and 

health, especially with public 

dollars. Fr. Mark Miller, spent 

16 years as a clinical bioethi-

cist with CHAS and St. Paul’s  

Hospital in Saskatoon, Sas-

katchewan. Currently the  

Provincial Superior for the 

Redemptorists in Canada, he 

continues his clinical ethics 

work part-time at the Centre 

for Clinical Ethics at  

St. Joseph’s and St. Michael’s 

Hospitals in Toronto.  
 

Sr. Sarah Quackenbush is a member of the Sisters of  

St. Joseph of Sault Ste. Marie and serves as Vice Presi-

dent of Mission, Ethics and Spirituality with the Catholic 

Health Corporation of Ontario. With the diminishment of 

religious congregations in building schools, hospitals and 

social programs, Sr. Sarah will focus on the personal call of 

each person to be a healing presence in society and the voice 

of hope, while continuing to build a legacy for the future. 
  
The second set of break-out sessions provides delegates 

with many tangible initiatives where faith development, 

stewardship, eco-justice and mission experiences are just 

some of the sessions offered by representatives of each of 

the eight Catholic school divisions.   
 
All are invited to register for the conference and be open 

to the possibilities of not only being challenged about the 

future, but also be re-charged and ready for whatever that 

future holds. 
 
For further information, please contact CHAS at  

306-655-5330 or cath.health@sasktel.net or SCSBA at 

306-445-7744 or k.loenhdorf@scsba.ca.  

 

 

One Lord, One Call 
a rainbow of ministries 
 
NOVEMBER 2 - 4, 2012 

Regina Inn - Regina SK 
 

A conference celebrating 
Catholic Health and Education 
in Saskatchewan 
 

 

Catholic Health  
Association 
of Saskatchewan 

Saskatchewan 
Catholic School Boards 
Association 

T 
Registration Begins for Joint Convention 

mailto:cath.health@sasktel.net
mailto:k.loenhdorf@scsba.ca
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Two new awards, in recognition of 

outstanding leadership in Catholic 

health care, were bestowed at the 

2012 national conference of the 

Catholic Health Alliance of Canada 

in St. John’s, Newfoundland,  

May 9-11. 
 
The Lifetime Achievement Award 

is given to leaders whose dedica-

tion throughout their careers has contributed to  

compassionate care and ultimately brought healing to 

persons and communities. This award honours a per-

son who has inspired and mentored numerous others 

in Catholic health care. 
 
The first recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award 

is Brother Tom Maddix, CSC. For more than 22 years 

Brother Tom has provided exceptional leadership in 

championing Catholic health care at the provincial 

and national levels. Throughout his career Brother Tom 

has maintained an uncompromising and dedicated focus on 

mission integration, ethical reflection and leadership devel-

opment within Catholic health organizations. 

The Midcareer Leadership Award 

is given to young leaders who have  

already made a significant contri-

bution to the ministry and who, 

through their actions, have  

provided strong leadership and 

vision in Catholic health care. 
 
This year’s recipient is Mr. Corey 

Miller, a resident of Saskatoon. 

For several years has been associ-

ated with St. Paul’s Hospital, Saskatoon and the 

Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan. 
 
Those who nominated Corey concluded their submis-

sion with the following words: “Corey’s behaviour, 

both personally and professionally, epitomizes the 

values of the Catholic health ministry. He is known as 

a person-centred, compassionate leader, constantly 

promoting and advocating for those he serves.” 

 

Congratulations to both! 

National Awards Honor Leaders in Catholic Health Care 

Palliative Care News 

PROVINCIAL 

Congratulations to the Saskatchewan Hospice Pal-

liative Care Association and Five Hills Health Re-

gion for hosting a very successful provincial Pallia-

tive Care Conference. Held in Moose Jaw from May 

30 - June 1, a delegation of 250+ enjoyed highly 

acclaimed teachers and speakers (such as Dr. Brian 

Goldman, Dr. Alan Wolfelt and David Kessler), 

inspirational sessions, and current clinical updates. 
 
During the Annual General Meeting of the SHPCA, 

the Dr. Zach Thomas Education Award was 

awarded to the Saskatoon Hospice Foundation Inc. 

The purpose of the award is to promote palliative 

care education for individuals and/or groups in Sas-

katchewan, with the goal to increase opportunities 

for education and excellence in the provision of pal-

liative care services. The Saskatoon Hospice Foun-

dation Inc. (SHF) was incorporated in 2011 with the 

vision to provide hospice services to the citizens of 

Saskatoon with the goal of opening a residential 

hospice facility and providing training for volun-

teers to assist the terminally ill and their families in 

a hospice environment.  

 

NATIONAL 

Ottawa supports community-based palliative care:  

The federal government has provided $3 million for 

the development of new community-based palliative 

care models. The Way Forward: Moving Toward 

Community-Integrated Palliative in Canada is an 

initiative of the Canadian Hospice Palliative Care 

Association. For more information visit: www.hc-

sc.gc.ca/ahc-asc/media/nr-cp/_2012/2012-94-

Br. Tom Maddix 
Corey Miller 


