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Happy New Year! 

Welcome, First Day of Spring!  
 
The first months of any new calendar year offers a 

sense of ‘new,’ the days getting incrementally 

brighter while the storms and thaw ‘see-saw’ us  

towards Spring. This seems to reflect the journey of 

CHAS in this last season. In the first few days of the 

year we received news that our lobbying to the  

Ministry of Health was somewhat successful.  

Although we did not have our grant fully restored, we 

were able to have one quarter of funding reinstated to 

reflect the notification date (rather than a retroactive 

cut). This eased a bit of the financial constraints to 

our already strict budget cuts for the 2016-17 fiscal 

year, now landing us with a -$25,000 deficit position. 
 
CHAS also hired an external facilitator to aid in a 

change management process, putting in place a 

smaller Steering Committee of Board members to 

focus on this strategic mapping and planning. Of 

course a key element in the process is the engagement 

of our stakeholders.  
 

An initial meeting was held with Emmanuel Care, 

and currently we are engaging the Institutional Facil-

ity Members for their insights and feedback. In the 

weeks ahead, we will meet with the Bishops of  

Saskatchewan for their input and blessing as we find 

our way forward.  
 
Thank-you to all of you who have faithfully and 

promptly remitted your annual membership fee, and 

an extra thanks to those who ‘topped it up’ with an 

added donation. Your support at this time means a 

great deal. As we find our way in this last fiscal  

quarter, we want to extend the invitation to support us 

in this time of transition. If we could close the gap of 

our -$25,000 deficit, allowing us to end the year in a 

balanced position, this would offer a sure footing as 

we complete our change management process and re-

position the Association for the greatest benefit of its 

members in the months and years to come. We invite 

your continued prayers for vision and discernment, 

trusting that the Spirit will work amongst us all to 

continue this healing ministry of Christ. 

 

Sandra Kary, Executive Director 

Inviting Your Continued Support 

HOW TO DONATE: 
 
1. On-line: Through CANADA HELPS Website 

(www.canadahelps.org) Search for Catholic 

Health Association of Saskatchewan under ‘Find 

Charity’ and click ‘Donate Now.’ 

2. E-transfer: send your transfer, and answer to your 

security question to: cath.health@sasktel.net 

3. By Mail: Send cheque payable to CHAS, 1702 - 20th Street West, Saskatoon, SK S7M 0Z9  

4. In Person: Room 122, First Floor, C-Wing (Old Nurses Residence), St. Paul’s Hospital,  

1702 - 20th Street West Saskatoon, SK  

 

All donations are income tax receipted. Thank-you for your support!  
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L’Arche Home Featured in ‘Finding the Gifts’ Video  

As the third in a series of five videos, the L’Arche 

Home in Saskatoon is featured as a place filled 

with hope and life. The narrator begins with: 

 
Our culture is at a cross-road. 
We are overwhelmed by decisions – not only about 
how we will live, but now, about how we will die. 
Many of us worry about what our final days will look 
like, wondering if they will be free of pain, fear, lone-
liness, and even despair. However, as people of faith, 
we believe that there are many reasons to hope, and 
many gifts to be found in all stages of life. One such 
reason is the L'Arche community in Saskatoon, where 
people come not just to live, but to share in the joys 
and sorrows of life as only a family can. 

 

These videos, created in response to concerns surrounding euthanasia and assisted suicide, are a series of 

short (< 4 minute) locally-prepared videos that speak to “Finding the Gifts in a World of Choices.” Produced 

under the direction of a Saskatchewan Bishops’ Advisory Committee, with particular involvement from their 

communications sub-committee (Kip Yaworski, Sandra Kary, Mary Deutscher, Therese Jelinski, Deborah 

Larmour, and Myron Rogal), the first two videos – one focused on Palliative Care and another focused on 

Care for the Elderly – can be found online at: www.findingthegifts.ca or on the CHAS website at: 

www.chassk.ca.  
 
We invite you to view the video, and share widely on social media.  
 
Gracious thanks go to the interviewees in this new vignette, to the Saskatchewan K of C Charitable Founda-

tion for their financial support, and to the continued hard work of Mary Deutscher, Tim Yaworski and Myron 

Rogal for their ‘behind the scenes’ efforts. 

www.findingthegifts.ca 

Advance Care Planning Day - April 16 

April 16th is National Advance Care Planning Day, a 

day for you and others to reflect on decisions made at 

the end of life.There are many ways to get the conver-

sation started! Remember, it may take a few attempts 

to get things started: 
 
Be Straight Forward: “I have just filled out a work-

book about my wishes for future health care and I 

want to share it with you.” 
  
Find An Example From Your Family Or Friends: 

“Does anyone know how Jason’s sister died? No one 

ever talked about it. I wonder if she died at home or 

in a hospital?” 
  
Blame Someone Else: “My doctor wants me to think 

about my wishes for future care. Will you help me?” 

  

Find An Example From The News: “Remember the 

man who was in a coma for years? I would never 

want that to happen to me.” 
 
For more great resources visit: 

www.advancecareplanning.ca 
 

And don’t forget this great  

resource developed by CHAS!  

 

A Faith-Based Advance Health 

Care Directive 

 

Booklets are $5 each or $3 each 

for 25+ copies (shipping extra). 

Electronic version also avail-

able at www.chassk.ca 

http://www.findingthegifts.ca/


Recent provincial budget cuts included the elimination of spiritual care funding, a ‘savings’ of  

1.5 million dollars. This represents job loss for many trained spiritual care practitioners, a loss of  

spiritual care services to the residents of Saskatchewan, and a challenge for faith-based chaplains to 

access hospital patient lists to provide visitation for those within their denomination. 

 

Please tell legislators how you feel 

about funding cuts to Spiritual 

Care services in Saskatchewan. 
 

  

Please address your letter to: 

  
PREMIER 

The Honourable Brad Wall 

Room 226, 2405 Legislative Drive 

Regina, SK, S4S 0B3 

Fax: (306)787-0885  

Email: bradwallmla@sasktel.net   

  

MINISTER OF FINANCE 

The Honourable Kevin Doherty 

Room 312, 2405 Legislative Drive 

Regina, SK, S4S 0B3 

Fax: (306)787-6055  

Email: kevindohertymla@sasktel.net  

  

MINISTER OF HEALTH 

The Honourable Jim Reiter 

Room 204, 2405 Legislative Drive 

Regina, SK, S4S 0B3 

Email: jimreitermla@sasktel.net   

 

YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF THE 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Find contact information for your mem-

ber of the Legislative Assembly at: 

http://www.legassembly.sk.ca/mlas/ 
 

  

*No postage is required when     

sending mail to elected officials. 

 
Sample letter to your MLA  

Feel free to use this sample letter but personalize wherever possible. 

Date 

Name and Address of your MLA 
 

 

Dear ____________________: 
 
On Wednesday March 22, 2017 the Saskatchewan Provincial Govern-

ment presented their 2017-2018 budget and eliminated $1.5 million 

dollars of funding for Spiritual Care services across our province in 

both hospitals and Long Term Care facilities. What was once deemed 

as important has now been eliminated because it is not seen as an    

essential service.   
 

The loss of Spiritual Care services will have a huge impact on the   

quality of care for Saskatchewan residents. Spiritual care provides a 

ministry of listening, of presence to the sick and their loved ones, an 

opportunity to provide care and hope to those approaching end of life, 

to be a support to those with medical hardships and disabilities and to 

bring hope to those with cognitive impairments and/or mental health 

issues. It is an essential part of the healing of body, mind and spirit for 

all human beings of all faiths or no faith.  
 

I am deeply concerned about this budget cut and decision to eliminate 

Spiritual Care services from our health system. I am saddened by the 

impact that it will have on those whose spiritual lives are fed and nur-

tured through these services. Not only does this affect the availability 

of Spiritual Care services but also the lack of coordination of Denomi-

national lists. This enables visiting clergy and volunteers to receive 

vital information ensuring that patients and residents be cared for in a 

holistic way.  
 

I would ask that the government reinstate the funding, or at least offer a 

moratorium on the decision to eliminate public funds to spiritual care 

until after the transition to a single health region has occurred. 

 

Sincerely,  
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Spiritual Care Funding Cuts - your voice is needed! 
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It’s time to get in your award nominations and scholarship 

applications! Forms are available from the CHAS office 

by calling 306-655-5330 or emailing 

cath.health@sasktel.net. 
 

Completed forms must be received by mail, email or 

fax by June 30, 2017. 
 

CHAS MISSION AWARD 
About the Award 

The Catholic Health Association of 

Saskatchewan presents an annual 

Mission Award to honor an individ-

ual who has exemplified outstanding 

service in Catholic Healthcare  

Ministry in the Province of  

Saskatchewan. This award will be 

presented at the Annual Convention Banquet. 
 

Eligibility and Criteria 

Any volunteer, committee member, board member or staff 

member who resides in Saskatche-

wan, and is a current CHAS member, 

may be eligible for this award. We are 

looking for nominees who provide 

leadership in the work of Catholic 

Healthcare Ministry, exemplify the 

Vision, Mission and Values of CHAS, 

have made a particular contribution to 

Catholic Healthcare in Saskatchewan, 

and are recognized by one’s peers as 

worthy to receive this award. 
 

MOOLA FREER PALLIATIVE CARE AWARD 

AND SCHOLARSHIP 
About the Award and Scholarship 

Dr. Dawood Moola and his wife Anne established this 

award and scholarship in 1995 with the objective of fur-

thering the advancement of palliative care education and 

honoring those who serve with compassion in palliative 

care. The award features a butterfly which celebrates the 

beauty of a life lived, and brings hope for new life. It is 

presented at the annual CHAS Convention Banquet. 
 

Eligibility and Criteria for Award 

Nominees for this award should show a deep respect for 

the principles and values of palliative care mission and 

philosophy, have made a particular contribution to the 

field of palliative care, have provided leadership in the 

area of palliative care, and are recognized by their peers  

as worthy of this award. 
 

Eligibility and Criteria for Scholarship 

Scholarship funds are made available to persons who have 

registered or are planning to register in Palliative Care 

education. 

 

Time to Register! 

ANNUAL CONVENTION 
 

October 20 - 22, 2017 
 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel, Regina 

 

Joint Convention of the 
CATHOLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION OF  

SASKATCHEWAN 

and the 
SASKATCHEWAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL  

BOARDS ASSOCIATION 

 

Keynote Speakers include:  

Anne Butler, RN, MSN, ANP-BC, ACHPN 

Dr. Josephine Lombardi 

Dr. Hazel Markwell 

 

For more information: 
www.chassk.ca  

cath.health@sasktel.net 

306-655-5330 

Award Nominations Deadline 


