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n Tuesday, June 21st, I was pleased to be part 

of a delegation of eleven faith leaders,  

representing a group of 30+ diverse faith 

communities, that went to the Saskatchewan Legisla-

tive Building to present our “Joint Statement on Free-

dom of Conscience and Palliative Care” to Sask  

Minister of Health, Dustin Duncan. Our group also 

met with leaders of the Opposition party and media.  

Following this, we were privileged to meet with  

Premier Brad Wall, receiving a tour of his office, and 

then attending Question Period, to be warmly greeted 

along with other gallery observers and guests.  
 
The Joint Statement highlights two key points—the 

first being the call for the protection of freedom of 

conscience for individuals and institutions, and the 

second, the call for an action plan on hospice pallia-

tive care becoming more accessible and available to 

all residents of Saskatchewan. This call to action is 

motivated by the recent legal and parliamentary pro-

ceedings surrounding Physician Assisted Suicide and 

Euthanasia.  
 
The Joint Statement itself came about due to the  

leadership and efforts of many—namely Bishop Don 

Bolen who invited the various provincial faith groups 

leaders together to meet and discuss it; to Leah  

Perrault with Emmanuel Care for her authoring of the 

initial draft document; and Nick Jesson at the  

Catholic Pastoral Center in Saskatoon for his help in 

coordinating the simulcast meeting with those from 

across the province. I’m sure there were many others 

who worked behind the scenes to bring this initiative 

to light, and many thanks to the entire group.  
 
CHAS will continue to work with our many collabo-

rative partners and faith groups who value the provi-

sion of compassionate care to all, while upholding 

and preserving the freedom to exercise conscience in 

regards to PAS/E. We will continue to provide  

education and resources to our membership on this 

complex and challenging issue.  

 a faith community sharing the healing ministry of Jesus 

O 
Inter-Faith Delegation Warmly Received at Legislature 

L to R: President Yves Noblet, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; Imam Mohamed Masloh, Islamic Association of Saskatchewan; 
Bishop Bryan Bayda, Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon; Minister of Health, Dustin Duncan; Sandra Kary, Catholic Health Association 
of Saskatchewan; Mary Deutscher, Justice and Peace Commission, Saskatoon RC Diocese, Ph.D. cand.; Rev Claude Schroeder, Anglican 
Diocese of Qu'Appelle; Dr. Brett Salkeld, Theologian, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Regina; Bishop Donald Bolen, Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Saskatoon; Major Mike Hoeft, Salvation Army; Bishop Robert Hardwick, Anglican Diocese of Qu'Appelle. 
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Mark your calendars!  The 73rd annual convention of the 

Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan will be 

held October 20th and 21st at the 

Heritage Inn, Moose Jaw. 
 

This year theme – Hope Floats: 

Serving in Healthcare as People of 

Faith – will provide an opportunity 

to reflect on the role of hope in our 

mission to care for one another. 

Hope is more than a fleeting  

emotion: it is God’s gift to us in a 

world that needs our discipleship. 
 

Our first keynote, Dr. David Kuhl, 

will help us to reflect on ways in 

which healthcare professionals can 

bring hope to the relationships in 

which they serve while meeting the 

challenges of an increasingly  

complex healthcare system. He will 

be followed by Archbishop  

Emeritus Sylvain Lavoie, who will provide a theologi-

cal reflection on hope, exploring its deeper origins and 

the role it plays in our lives. Finally, we are privileged 

to have the opportunity to hear Mark Pickup, who has 

advanced multiple sclerosis and is wheelchair depend-

ent, share the story of his journey from despair to hope 

as he found meaning through his Christian faith. 

In addition to these three keynote speakers, we will be 

hosting a World Cafe. In these sessions, participants will 

be asked to explore a set of  

questions with fellow delegates 

from across the province, providing 

us with an opportunity to learn from 

each others’ challenges and to find 

inspiration in each others’ suc-

cesses. And to conclude our time 

together, our inspirational speaker, 

comedian Phil Callaway, will help 

us to discover how to bring laughter 

to life and to the work place. 
 

Our annual awards banquet will be 

an opportunity for CHAS members 

to recognize those who have made a 

significant contribution to Catholic 

healthcare. We hope you can join us 

as we honour the recipients of the 

Moola-Freer Palliative Care Award 

and the CHAS Mission Award, 

along with this year’s honourary CHAS member. 
 

For further information regarding the conference or  

to register, please contact CHAS at 306-655-5330 or 

cath.health@sasktel.net. 

2016 CHAS Convention  

On April 29th, with our very best wishes, we said good-bye to Dr. Joy Mendel, Ethicist for 

St. Paul’s Hospital and the Catholic Health Association of Saskatchewan, as she returns to 

her ‘hometown’ in Tasmania. 
 
Joy arrived in Canada on December 20, 2008 from Australia and began her first day on a 

wintery December 22nd. For over seven years, Joy has provided strong leadership and exper-

tise in the field of ethics to St. Paul’s Hospital, the Saskatoon Health Region, the member 

facilities of CHAS and the province. Joy provided tremendous support to acute care, long-

term care and home care clients, providing quality ethics education, consultations and advice. 
 
Joy did extensive work to keep our facilities informed of developments related to Physician Assisted Dying, worked to 

improve the care of patients with addictions in hospitals, produced the Ethics newsletter ‘SaskEthics,’ and advised on 

many policies and projects. Joy’s expertise was constantly sought out by staff, physicians, Regional leaders, Boards and 

Catholic organizations. Joy regularly held Ethics Education Sessions, some of which were broadcast provincially, and 

she continually responded to requests to provide Ethics consultations. In the course of her work with CHAS, Joy has 

certainly travelled many miles, and through many seasons on Saskatchewan roads! 
 
We offer Joy our most sincere thanks for all that she contributed to support the work of the Association and our provin-

cial endeavours. Joy’s depth of knowledge, willingness to serve, and unparalleled work ethic has been a gift to us all. We 

trust that she will take with her good memories, and a bit of the colour and spirit of the prairies that found their way into 

her heart… and her paint brush.  

Best Wishes to Dr. Joy Mendel 

mailto:cath.health@sasktel.net
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“It’s Time to Talk… Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide” 

CHAS was pleased to provide three educational sessions around the issue of euthanasia and  

assisted suicide to audiences across Saskatchewan from a broad Christian faith tradition. Mary 

Deutscher capably offered this presentation by articulating the definitions of these terms, giving 

a historical/legal overview on the issue—including discussion and dialogue around the recently 

passed Bill C-14—and offering a heartfelt discourse on how this issue may negatively affect the 

most vulnerable in our society. Mary offered practical suggestions on how to respond which 

included: a challenge to become more involved with crisis help lines; becoming advocates for 

those with mental health concerns or those with physical disabilities; and volunteering at local 

long-term care facilities. Another key point of the presentation was the promotion of quality, 

accessible hospice palliative care, another area in which people can continue to petition their MLAs or provincial 

leaders to advance. Many thanks to our host sites: Forest Grove Community Church in Saskatoon (May 25); Mont St. 

Joseph Home in Prince Albert (June 1); and Parliament Community Church in Regina (June 20). 

I have a quote from Bishop Ronald Gainer, Bishop of  

Lexington that continually encourages me within my work. 

It says, “The Church exists to evangelize and Catholic 
health care is fundamentally an expression of the Church’s 

work of evangelization.” What does this mean? As laity, 

we have a role then to share enthusiasm for specific beliefs 

and charisms, namely that of moving forward the legacy, 

mission and ministry of Catholic health care. How has  

Witness to Mission (WTM) responded to this call?  
 
While partaking in Lay Formation with the Catholic  

diocese of Saskatoon (www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/

layformation), I became deeply inspired by their  

collaborative model of facilitation, “by community for 

community.” As such, within Witness to Mission, eleven 

facilitators from all walks of life and professions offer an 

unparalleled richness and dynamic appeal in the experience 

of formation with diverse cohorts in Catholic health care.  
 
Recently, I invited a response from a few of our facilitators 

about their personal experience of being part of Witness to 

Mission. Brian Chartier offered that, “facilitating WTM is 

humbling and educational. It is a humbling process because 

we are meeting people who are enacting the compassionate 

mission of Christ in so many diverse ways, day after day. 

Their strength and commitment is inspiring and makes me 

ask if could I serve as well as they do every day. It is a  

personal educational experience in that as much as I have 

instructed about prayer, I have also learned more about 

prayer from both my co-facilitators and the participants. 

My prayer life has improved by listening and witnessing 

how prayer has been lived in these participants’ lives. Just 

as this is a growing experience for the participants, it is a 

growth experience for the facilitators.”  
 
Each of the five days is “experientially based.” It is not 

about ‘knowledge dump-

ing.’ It is very much con-

necting one’s spirit with 

their “why.” Why do I do 

what I do?  Leah Perrault highlights this well, “A day with 

WTM is always a day of grace for me as a facilitator.  I get 

to spend a day sharing and listening, and watching people 

grow right before my eyes.  It's an amazing thing to witness 

God at work in our day, allowing people to have a deeper 

understanding of their participation in His healing 

work.”And this deeper understanding really comes forward 

when our participants discover about the founding religious 

congregation of their facility. “In addition to being hugely 

inspired personally by those pioneering Sisters, I am 

thrilled to witness the connections the participants make 

with their founding Sisters and their discovery of whose 

"shoulders" upon which they stand today.  These are the 

high moments for me as a facilitator in the WTM program” 

stated Sister Teresita Kambeitz,OSU. 
 
Facilitators bring sensitivity to and comfort with religious 

pluralism within the workforce of Catholic health care. 

Individual and organizational stories are intentionally 

woven within each topical segment. Michael Murphy 

spoke of how encouraged he feels when participants can 

“see their day to day work as social justice in action. The 

interest shown and the level of participation by groups have 

been very high.” 
 
Facilitators invite participants to consider a reflective qual-

ity in their work environment, recognize the sacred in the 

ordinary, speak more easily about the meaning of work and 

connect one’s own daily experience to the larger picture – 

the healing ministry of Jesus. This is evangelization in mo-

tion, moving forward the mission of Catholic health care. 
 
By Sandy Normand, Mission Education Coordinator 

Facilitators Share Their Experiences 

Mary Deutscher, Ph.D. (c) 

http://www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/layformation
http://www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/layformation
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If you dare to ask it deeply, what makes you      

grateful? 

Critical Conversations invites a practical forum to 

stimulate the relevance of mission in relation to the 

realm of Catholic health care. From April 11–27, Mau-

reen Preston and Sandy Normand travelled 3069 km, 

facilitating fifteen conversations with 227 participants in 

ten facilities: Melville, Estevan, Radville, Regina, 

Macklin, North Battleford, Prince Albert, Ponteix, 

Gravelbourg and St. Paul’s in Saskatoon. 
 

In the hour given, Maureen asked questions such as: 

 Have you had an experience where someone  

expressed their gratitude to you? How did that make 

you feel?  

 What are you grateful for today - right now?  

When you express gratitude to someone how does it 

make you feel? What is their reaction? 

Maureen spoke of different ways one can express grati-

tude but the ultimate goal was how to bring more grati-

tude into our own lives. The sharing of stories was what 

made these conversations so valuable. Having nursed 

for over 42 years, Maureen had lots of stories and ex-

periences to share. Many of the stories were accompa-

nied by tears - hers and often those around the table. 

When the presentation 

was finished, no one 

got up to leave the 

table! There seemed to 

be a need to stay and 

share more stories. 

The facilities were 

also so gracious—

many served lunch for 

the staff so they could 

eat and listen and 

there was even a pot-

luck!! We presented for as many as 65 and as few as 2.  
Facility leaders articulated the need for these kinds of 

opportunities for their staff - revealing that staff may not 

necessarily receive meaningful/instant feedback from 

residents/patients/families or even fellow staff in terms 

of quality of care, presence, or the ‘value’ of the work 

an individual does. Among health care staff, their voice 

came forward in speaking about how uplifting it is to 

reflect upon their work and to recall moments, events, 

situations where they were personally acknowledged or 

thanked in the care or the work performed especially 

among co-workers and management. 

The Spring selection for our 

'Leaders' Libraries' is: “What 

Makes you Grateful? Voices 

from Around the World” by 

Anne O. Kubitsky, a writer and 

artist with background in biology 

and philosophy.  
 

In October 2011, Kubitsky began 

asking, "What makes you grate-

ful?" and invited people to write or draw a glimmer of 

gladness on a postcard and mail it back to her. Placing 

blank invitation cards in public places like college  

cafeterias, post offices, parks, community centers,  

libraries, and cafes, she attempted to engage the commu-

nity at large. Since then, she has received thousands of 

responses from all over the globe  
 
In this beautiful book, Kubitsky shares a selection 

of submissions, including stunning artwork, heartbreak-

ing stories, and sincere expressions of gratitude. From 

cupcakes to lightning strikes, this feel-good book gives 

voice to gratitude and the simple pleasures that make 

life great.  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Come join us at our annual Compassionate Healers’ 

Masses this fall. This annual Mass is offered for the 

benefit and intentions of medical personnel, health care 

workers, spiritual care providers/chaplains, parish 

nurses, men and women religious in health care  

ministry, ministry of care volunteers in parishes and 

health care facilities.  
 
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 11TH, 2016 
11:00 a.m.  Sacred Heart Cathedral  

1401– 4th Avenue West, Prince Albert, SK 

Presider and Homilist:  Bishop  

Albert Thévenot 
 
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH, 2016 
7:00 p.m.  Little Flower Parish 

420 College Avenue, Regina, SK 

Presider and Homilist: Most Rev. Father Lorne Crozon 
 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 11TH, 2016 
7:00 p.m.  St. Francis Xavier Paris 

222 Willow Street, Saskatoon, SK    

Presider and Homilist:  Bishop Donald Bolen 

 

Critical Conversation Spring Tour 


